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SIST : CONTINENTAL CONGRESS
The Brottier Centre of Mission Research hosted a Continental Congress on the Topic, Africa: Towards
Priorities of Mission at SIST (Spiritan International School of Theology), Enugu, from Nov. 11 to 17, 1996. It made
its own the Spirit of hope which characterised the Synod of Bishops for Africa. The Church "must strengthen in all
Africans, hope of genuine liberation ... This is why there is no justification for despair or pessimism when we think
about the future of both Africa and any other part of the world" (Exhortation , No 14).

P

articipation in the Congress was by invitation.
Seventy seven invitees responded from Africa,
Europe and America. The programme envisaged
eight topics to guide narration of experiences:

missionaries to face this issue of the squander of human
life in the continent?" (Fr E. E. Uzukwu, Coordinator).

Three Top Priorities which highlight
the Church's Mission

1. Inter-ethnic Conflicts/Relations

2. Inter-religious Conflicts/Relations
3. Oppressive Mystical Experiences
4. Economic/Political Oppression
5. Africa in the Diaspora
6. Emerging Signs of Hope
7. Reconciling Races in South Africa
8. Agents of Evangelisation: missionaries as victims
of yiolence.

"Even as the Congress opens, massacres have exploded.
The Rwandan tragedy is the African tragedy writ large.
These events have influenced the selection of the jive
principal themes of deeper rejlection ... As we begin the
first day let us bear in mind that the work of this Congress
is-Research which we hope will bear results. We are all

1. That we implement the Church's prophetic mission by

•

•

•

genuine representation of Africa in places where
political and economic decisions are made and
implemented and by playing a role of advocacy in
identifying injustices and pressing for their redress,
being the arbiter and promoter ·of justice and
fundamental human values, and be formed into a
prophetic community which overcomes violence by
incarnating the ethic of non-violence learned from·
Christ,
the missionary being seen as a "prophetic stranger"
who works to promote human dignity in opposition
to a dominant culture of injustice.

2. That we become agents of reconciliation
•
•

aware of those who benefit from the suppression of
minority rights or the subjugation of the majority to the
interests of the minority as in Nigeria, Burundi/Rwanda,
Liberia and Sierra Leone ... Let this Congress attempt to
plumb as a new starting point of evangelisation the root of
the uncaring attitude of Africans and African nations in
face of the tragic misery and marginalisation of the
continent, the uncaring attitude of the world community
when the black race is suffering ... What should we do as

identifying those in need of it, promoting it in a
fundamental and continuous way,
that the Sacrament of reconciliation be developed as
a process of healing of memories with a strong
social dimension.

3. That we design ways to nurture the self"Confidence of
people, particularly at the grassroots level so that we
will define ourselves instead of yielding to definitions
of ourselves by others and become subjects and agents
of our own political and economic liberation.
It is not possible to do justice to the importance of this
Congress in this short account. Those interested in finding
out more about the Congress can contact the Coordinator,
Fr E. E. Uzukwu CSSp, SIST, Attakwu, P. 0. Box 9696,
Enugu, Nigeria.

MEETING OF EUROPEAN PROVINCIALS
The meeting of European Provincials took place at the
Emmaus Centre, West Wickham, Kent, England from
Nov. 24 to 30, 1996. Each Province was represented.

Discussions
1. International Community in Brussels
Following on the meeting in Rome last March on the
finances of the Congregation, it was decided to begin the
process of establishing an International Community near
the Centre of Brussels. Brussels was suggested as a suitable
site as it is convenient to the European Parliament. This
community will help to promote development projects
presented by confreres from the developing countries as
well as rendering various services to the Provinces. It will
be a residence also for Spiritan students in Brussels.
The Community will be financed initially by the European
Provinces but it will be expected to become self-financing
as time goes on. It will be the seat of the Permanent
Secretariat of the European Provincials who will appoint a
confrere in charge of projects and also a Permanent
Secretary. This new community will be a community of the
Belgian Province and it is hoped that it will be operational
by September 1997.

2. Lay Associates:
Most Provinces have some form of lay involvement but the
degree of involvement differs from Province to Province. It
was suggested that a list of lay people involved with us be
circulated. The request that lay Associates meet at
European level got a positive response. Being an Associate
is a real vocation but what is meant by the term is not
clear. There were discussions whether meetings of laity
should be open to all who have a special relationship with
the Congregation based on formation in Spiritan
spirituality.

France: From among those who took part in a
Retreat/Recollection directed by Father Francois Nicolas,
at Chevilly in July last year, eight expressed a desire to
become Associates in the Congregation. Many are
prepared to make a formal commitment during 1997. Their
motivation can be summarised as follows:
•

To live a mission in the Church which is recognised
and received in obedience,

•

Profit from the support which comes from living in
community,

•

Share with Spiritans our Libermannian spirituality.

A Rule of Life for future Associates is being elaborated at
present. However, there are many points which remain to
be clarified e.g. what precise formation is required by
Associates, relationship to our communities, the type of
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mission which is to be entrusted to them and the terms of
their contract.
Portugal: The 08 and 15 Sept. 1996 were significant
dates in the calendar of the Portuguese Province. On the 08
Sept., during the ceremony of religious profession of four
novices, Mr. Jose Flora da Cruz, having lived a community
experience in the Seminary of Silva, made his official
consecration for three years as a Spiritan Lay Associate. He
has since gone to work in S. Tome e Principe.

On Sept. 15, Maria Celeste Pina dos Reis and Laura Maria
Marques Rodgrigues Casimiro (both born in 1959) left as
Lay Missionaries for Angola. They will work in a school of
the Archdiocese of Lubango. They are the first lay
missionaries sent as a response to a request from that
Archdiocese and also the first fruits of the decision taken
by the Provincial Chapter of 1990 to launch a Spiritan
Volunteer Missionary Movement.

Germany: There are 45 Lay Associates/Helpers who an.
at various stages of involvement or commitment They meet
each year during a week-end. The Associates have a
commission which deals with issues of particular interest
to them. There is nothing clearly defined about their
attachment to the Congregation.
It was suggested that a list oflay people associated with
us be circulated.

For the Generalate, those who sign a contract of
association with the Congregation are considered be
Associates whose names can be put in the address book of
the Congregation.

3. Formation.
The advisability of having a formation house in Rome
was discussed: Presently, the are four students in tl1e
Generalate and four in the French Seminary
There are Programmes of Formation in England, Ireland,
Switzerland, Germany, Poland, France and Portugal. As
the number of students in Europe is growing smaller
should consideration not now be given to collaboration and
Internationality? Presently in Europe, there are three
novitiates for ten novices.
Should formation be common for all or should there be a
different programme for late vocations?
It is difficult to convince some to do a sabbatical. Those
who need it most may not be ready; some may fear tllat it
is an excuse to get them out of their actual appointment.
On the other hand, there are others who would like to do a
sabbatical every few years.

4. Other topics discussed
The reports from the various commissions were examined Call to Mission, Bursars, Justice and Peace, Education,
Communication and Archivists. The Provincials regretted

that the meeting of Spiritan Press did not take place in
1996. The next meeting is scheduled to take place in
England 1997. Father Ward has been asked to initiate the
organisation.
The General Council should make it clear which are the
International Groups. If that is done, change of personnel

should go through the Generalate. The question of how
they are financed needs more reflection.
Other topics discussed were Insurance, Care of the Old,
European Solidarity, Organization of the Congregation,
The Rostock Project, Preparation of the next Gen. Chapter,
Financial help to Circumscriptions and Mission to Asia.

GIHA

T

he History/Anniversary Group (GilIA:
Groupe International Histoire Anniversaires) held
its annual meeting in October 1996. One third of
Spiritan Circumscriptions had forwarded data dealing
with the principal events which have marked their
history. GilIA is awaiting
data from the other
circumscriptions
which
have not been able to
communicate to date. GIRA
expressed thanks for the
cooperation of the circumscriptions. A provisional
edition of a Diary of the
Congregation is now in preparation.

"Many of the local Churches have celebrated either the
Brf', JOr/1' or the J5dh anniversaries of evangelisation.
On those occasions some historical research has been
done, supported by lectures and conferences. Some of
this work describes the apostolic work done by

missionaries both wqmen and men. Our Spiritan history can
be enriched by drawing on those documents which have been
published by the local churches. Thanks again for
forwarding them to us.
We would like to present some propositions to the next
General Chapter in 1998
in view of the celebrations of our anniversaries in 2002 - 2003. If
you have a project in
mind which you think will
help the Congregation
not only to celebrate these anniversaries but also to renew
itself apostolically and spiritually, are asked to please
contact me at Clivo di Cinna, 195, 00136 Roma". (Fr Pariat,
Coordinator).
The next meeting of GIHA is scheduled for Chevilly, from
September 27 to October 11, 1997.

NEWS FORM THE CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS

Switzerland: Centre Ruah

T

he Junior Scholasticate Building in Bouveret is now
being transformed and will have a new orientation.
A team has been selected.

Team

Fr Franz Egli has been asked to lead the animation team.
Elizabe~ Couturier, a lay theologian, will be a team
member. Elizabeth has been in parish work in the Diocese
of Basie for twenty years. In addition to her work with
youth and married couples, she was also a prison chaplain.
Fr Carron will be a team member also for the first year. His
role will be to assure continuity with the previous
programmes conducted in Bouveret. His experience of
working in animation in Bouveret as well as his
acquaintance with groups who have already followed
courses there, will be a considerable contribution to the
new community. He will also be the contact person with
those who are retired in the community.

Reconstruction
The most important immediate need is to install a lift so
that the facilities can be available to the handicapped.
Some minor changes are needed to make an area suitable
for the permanent community; other changes are needed in
order to cater for couples and families.
The team has decided to add a second name 'Centre Ruah'
to the name 'Ecole des Missions'. The team explains this
in the following words:

'Ruah' is the Hebrew word for 'Spirit' But why Hebrew?
Because the founder of the Holy Ghost Congregation, Fr
Libermann was a Jew, the son of a Rabbi who embraced
the Catholic Faith. The word 'Ruah' has a more profound
and wider meaning than that connoted by the word 'Spirit•
or 'Holy Spirit' in current language. 'Ruah ' implies that
the actions of the Holy Spirit arise from the unlimited
depth and the wisdom of the Heart of God. The word
resembles in meaning the concept of 'gift, offering, tenderness, compassion, mercy etc'. It is not by accident that
the word in Hebrew is feminine.
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Projects
The courses in Bouveret will open with a retreat for all
Spiritans of the Swiss Province. The theme chosen for the
retreat is 'the Action of the Holy Spirit in the Church
according to the Apocalypse of St John '. We wish to put
ourselves in the school of the Spirit of God. He alone can
give answers to the anxiety of humanity today, a response
of love, joy and the peace which gives strength and
confidence. .
It is hoped that Bouveret will be an open door to men and
women with their difficulties, WOllies, hopes and desires. It
will be an open house where the gifts promised from on
high will be accessible to all people of good will, both
those already committed and those mistreated and
wounded on life 's journey. "

"I have just begun to work in South Guinea among the
refugees from Siella Leone and Liberia. The refugee
camps date back to the beginning of the civil war in 1991.
There is much to be done in the area of aid, support,
getting projects started. We intend to work hand in hand
with UNHCR and other NGO 6 • I pose another question on
which I would like your ideas and material support. It is
the question of education for peace, pardon and
reconciliation. I emphasize that those among whom we
work are refugees and not former rebels. They are not
those who have plundered and killed but those who have
been plundered and seen their relations killed.

Now that a Peace Programme is in place, the refugees are
encouraged to return home. They are, however,
surrounded by uncertainties. Although there is an
officially proclaimed peace in Sierra Leone, their home
areas are still plagued by banditry and armed robbery.
It is planned that the work will be finished for Pentecost
Among
those who returned home during a lull in the
1997 and that courses will begin on that date. All Spiritans
fighting last year, not all had good experiences. Sadly in
of the Province will have their traditional coming together
some cases, they were not well received by their
on Pentecost Monday. It will be an opportunity to express
countrymen. They were taunted 'you fled to Guinea when
their good wishes to the team.
·
things were difficult and now when things are better, you
are returning'. The result is that many returned again to
Guinea
the refugee camps more traumatized than before. Some
On Feb 12 1994, the day of his ordination, Mgr Vincent
were even killed" (Fr Duteil, Dec. 1996).
The immediate objective of
Coulibaly appealed to the
Spiritans to return to his . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . our confreres is education in
Diocese. Spiritans were the
st N t GA L
founders of the . Prefecture
areas of Justice, Peace and
M A LI
Reconciliation with the view
Apo5tolic of Kankan. On May
to prepare the refugees for
21 , 1994, he followed up his
their return home. There are
appeal with a letter to Fr
already programmes in place
the
for Alcohol and Drug Abuse,
Vieira, Superior of
Aids
and
Family Life
District of Senegal, in which
he stated:
..,.,,_.,
Education. It is vital that the
"I would like to entrust to you
refugees return home as soon
one or two parishes in Kissi.
as possible. With 300,000
It is where most of the
refugees in addition to the
O c E A N
refugees from Siella Leone
local population, the area is
and Liberia are residing. The
over-populated and there is
. if h d
h
ATLJINTIQ.tlEpriests o t e iocese ave
_
now not enough land for
been consulted and they are
! cultivation. Setting up a
15
unanimous in their desire to
•ouco~
programme for the fonnation
O
!,O
IOO*"'
continue working with their LJt..:.~~•----=l~!...._..:.__ _ _ _ _ _ _-=.~----_J of women is another priority.
first missionaries".
Due to the war, many women
Fr Van den Brink, Provincial, Netherlands, visited Br Jan
are now heads of families as their husbands have been
Huijbregts who was already working with Mgr Coulibaly.
killed. They have built their own houses and are doing
He took the opportunity to visit Kissi country. In his report
work which was previously the preserve of men. One of the
to the EGC, 1995, he proposed MONGO as the place for
crying needs is literacy and health education.
reinsertion. According to official statistics, the Prefecture
"To bring all these projects to fruition - promotion of
of Gueckedou has 67 refugee camps with a total of 256,031
women, health education, agricultural development,
refugees and the numbers are increasing. The Superiors of
supervision of projects, and the training of the young the Districts concerned, together those of WAF and the
we should consider perhaps, inviting volunteers who have
Provincal of Nigeria; met during the EGC95 in Dakar and
the same view as ourselves of what should be done and
decided that this would be a regional project.
who would be able to give appreciable help. But for the
time being, I have decided to look at the possibilities of the
The three initial members of the international team to
work with the refugees, Frs Armel Duteil, Christopher Nze
local population and I prefer to start from the reality on
and Br Jan Huijbregts have set up residence in Mongo on
the spot as well as examining the potential of the Guineans
and the refugees themselves"(Fr Duteil, Dec. 1996).
the border between Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia.
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Sierra Leone : Present Situation
The following was received from Fr Mullin on Jan 19:

,

"The Peace Accord, signed in Abidjan on November 30 by
the President of Sie"a Leone and the leader of the
Revolutionary United Front (R.UF), is holding well. A
Commission for the consolidation ofpeace has been set up
in Freetown. It comprises representatives appointed by the
President and representatives appointed by the RUF. It
will monitor the peace process, ensure that there are no
violations and serve as a body that will liaise with the
President and RUF.
There is optimism and hope among the population that the
five years old war that has devastated over half the
country, is finally coming to an end. Refugees are
expected to return to the east of the country from the
camps in nearby Guinea as soon as the borders are reopened. The main roads are now open to traffic and are
trouble-free, despite checkpoints.
Some express caution concerning the cessation of the war
as there was an unsuccessful coup attempt in midDecember in Freetown. Despite that however, people are
more hopeful now than for some time that there are better
and more peaceful times ahead".
(Note: There have been some violations of the ceasefire
recently: Editor)

Mauritania
Two years ago two of our confreres, Frs Paul Grasser and
Rene Prevot, were seriously injured in an attack in
Mauritania. The following is an extract from a Christmas
letter from Mgr Happe, Bishop of Nouakchott:

"One morning there was a knock on my door. My cook
announced the visit of the Imam of the area. I went
immediately to the door where I met a gentleman aged
about forty years. He was a white Moor, completely
-dressed in white, with a very long beard which is
commonly worn by our brother Muslims. But what a kind
and gentle appearance. I recognised at once a person of
deep spirituality upon whom the long time spent in prayer ·
had left its mark. I invited him into my office where we sat
down. The following is a general account ofwhat the Iman
said to me:
'It is my custom to visit on a regular basis all inhabitants
of this part of the town. Because I did not speak French, I
did not visit the homes of Europeans. But when two years
ago, I heard of the attack on the two priests in the
cathedral of Nouakchott, I said to myself '.You must learn
to speak French so that you can tell Europeans that ii is
not according to Muslim teaching to act in such a way:
one has no right to say that he is acting in accordance
with the law of God when he kills another person '.
When he had delivered his message, he apologised for his
poor French. I replied that I would love to be able to speak

Hassania at the end of two years as well as he speaks
French".

Mauritius
Mauritius is not a country which only receives
missionaries. It also sends missionaries to the four comers
of the earth. There are 26 in Europe, 4 in the Americas, 10
in Asia, 30 in Africa and 2 in Oceania.

Canada : Anniversary
The Canadian Holy Ghost Fathers of KOGI DISTRICT,
will celebrate 50 years of presence in Nigeria in 1997. The
first four Canadians to arrive in Nigeria in 1947 were Frs
Andre Vigneault, Rodrigue Roberge, Lionel Grondin (RIP)
and Br Henri De carufel. The celebrations will take place
in July 1997.

Malawi
The Catholic Church in Malawi will celebrate its centenary
in the year 2001. Four White Fathers arrived at Mponda
village in Mangochi District on Dec. 28, 1889 and three
Monfort Missionaries reached Port Herald in Nsanje
District on June 04, 1901. From humble beginnings the
Church has grown to a Church with about 1,911,566
catholics, 65,789 Catechumens, 270 Malawian priests,
over 560 Malawian Religious and 8 Malawian Bishops.

Paraguay : A Missionary Spring
Fr Jean-Fran~ois Coquerel writes:

"/ arrived in Latin America in 1984 and became part of
the group of 12 Spiritans who are working with the
"campesinos" (peasants) who are seeking liberation. As a
result of the coup d'etat in 1989, Paraguay is the latest
country to have left dictatorship behind. II is also true that
the present government of President Wasmosy (a civil
engineer) is very much under the influence of the military.
This does not facilitate the move to a healthy democracy.
The country has still to throw off the shackles of many
things - the army, racism, widespread corruption, drug
traffic, thieving even reaching to highest levels, injustice
within the system itself, immunity from the law - all of
which contribute to the failure of the economy to the
detriment of the marginalised peasants and Indians.

Religious situation
The Church continually denounces the abuses of power.
But al limes it has difficulty to open towards diversity.
Nevertheless there are signs of hope. In the interior of the
country, we support and accompany hundreds of small
basic communities (CEB) to which the committed laity
bring a current offresh air. We train the leaders who will
be at the service of those communities. We see
development committees growing which defend the rights
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of the peasants and organise
the various sectors to defend
the rights of small land
owners, the right to health,
education, adult education by
radio etc.

BRAZIL

Openness to Mission
My work as Director of the
OPM takes up most ofmy time.
Openness to mission and
evangelisation is the greatest
challenge facing the Church in
Paraguay as is the case for
Latin
most Churches of
America. The Holy Childhood,
200
which is the responsibility of a
young Spaniard, is at a turning
point. The children respond
with enthusiasm and generosity. We have organized with great success, song
festivals of original compositions. To cater for the age

'20'

bracket of 18 -21, we have
created
'Missionary Youth
without Frontiers' where the
young, university students and
professionals, have discovered
another face, another way of
seeing Church.
Each year during Holy Week,
a group goes to live in a poor
area which has no priest. They
celebrate 'The Missionary
All the
Easter',
there.
activities (Liturgy, reflection
session for
the
youth,
missionary games for the
children, talks for the adults
etc.) draw their inspiration
from the universal mission of
the Church.

There are also two young
people who are preparing to become Spiritan missionaries
They are our future".

NEWS ITEMS
Decisions of General Council
On Oct 17, 1996, appointed Fr Cyril U. ANENE of the
Province of Nigeria as Assistant to the General
Bursar for three years from 0 1 Sept., 1997.
On Oct. 18, 1996, nominated Fr Benedito CANGENO as
Coordinator of the Spiritan International Group of
Mozambique until Dec. 30, 1997.
On Jan. 29, 1997 confirmed the .election of Fr Daniel
OSEI-YEBOAH as Superior of the District of Sierra
Leone for three years from April 03, 1997 and
extended the mandate of Fr Sean Mullin from Feb.
02 to April 02, 1997.
On Nov. 11, 1996, made the following first Appointments

BAHOUAYA, Justin (FAC) ............. ;................. Congo
MANDilSSARAPOU, Jean (FAC) .................... Gabon
SAGNA, Lucius (FAC) ................................ Cameroon
TEMGOUA, Gaston (FAC) .............................. Senegal
BARCISZEWSKI, Slawomir (Poland)............ Gennany
CHUKWUKA, Innocent (Nigeria) .................... Angola

UGBAJE, Patrick (Nigeria) ............................. Ethiopia
OKEKE, Abel (Nigeria) ............................... Zimbabwe
OKAFOR-ILOZUE, Martin (Nigeria) ................... Asia
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DIKE, Justin Chukwuemeka (Nigeria).................... Zimbabwe
UGWU, Bonaventure (Nigeria) ........................... Nigeria
OGUEJIOFOR, Godian (Nigeria) ....................... Nigeria
ALJMNONU, Anthony (Nigeria) ................. :...... Nigeria
EMUSA, Peter (Nigeria) ...................................... Nigeria
ALVES, Haroldo Evaristo (Brazil) ........................... Asia
SAKODI, Pierre {FdZ(.zaire)} .......................... S. Africa
FOLEY, Mark Brendan (Ireland) .................. Brasil S. W.
CIDVANGULULA, Jose (Angola) ....................... Angola
ALMEIDA CONCEICAO, M. C. (Angol~) ......... Bangui
CHATULICA, Nito (Angola) ..... ::....................... Senegal
On Nov. 15, 1996 nominated Fr Rene YOU as Superior of
the Algerian Group for three years from Dec. 01,
1996.

On Nov. 25, 1996, made first a111>ointment of
KENNEDY, Michael (Ireland) ........................... Kenya
On Dec., 17 made first a1>pointment of
BOTZUNG, Marc (France) ............................... Senegal
On Jan. 10, 1997, confirmed the election of Fr Joseph

HARRIS as Provincial of the Province of Trinidad for
three years from Feb 02, 1997.

,.,.

Bishops Nominated

News Snippets

On Sept. 06, 1996The Holy See named Fr Maurice
Frechard CSSp Archbishop of AUCH, France. He was
born at Nancy on July 03, 1928. After his Novitiate in
1948/49, he was professed in Cellule in Sept. 1949 and
ordained priest in July
1955. After graduation
from the Gregorian University, Rome, in 1956, he
taught Theology at La
Croix Valmer and Chevilly. He became Spiritual
Director at the Pontifical
French Seminary in Rome
in 1969 and was Rector
from 1982 until 1994. In
that year, he became DirecSt
tor of la maison
Augustin, Paris. He was
Mgr Frechard
Superior of Chevilly from 1995 until he was named
Archbishop.

The Cause of Beatification of Fr Poullart des Places has
made very little progress in recent years. An exchange of
letters between the Postulator, Fr Jean Savoie and the
Chancellery of the Archbishop of Paris, indicates that the
canonical process has begun again to move.
At the recent annual Religious Press Association Awards,
in the category for best article on a Mission Related Topic,
the winner was Fr Jackie Sharp, Gambia, for the
article, One little Pig ran all the way Home which
appeared in the December 1995 issue of Outlook.
Beatification: After six years of work to collect
information and testimonies on the life and work of Mgr
Romero, the process has now been fonvarded to Rome
together with a thousand signatures requesting his
beatification.

On 07 Jan., 1997, The Holy Father named Fr Augustine
Shao CSSp, as Bishop of ZANZIBAR, Tanzania. Fr
Shao was born on Sept 25, 1951 in Rombo, Tanzania. He
was professed on 02 March,
1979. He did his theological
studies in Tangaza, Nairobi
and was ordained priest 04
June, 1983 at Usa River. His
first
appointment
was
Fumbo, Zambia. In 1986, he
was assigned to the German
Province. He was elected
Superior of EAP in 1990.
After completing six years as
Provincial, he went to the
USA for sabbatical. In
January 1997, he began
MgrShao
graduate studies in psychology at Duquesne University. He
will be ordained Bishop in the Cathedral of Zanzibar on 27
April 1997. '
On 11 Jan., 1996, Cardinal Tomko ordained Mgr
Dominique Bonnet CSSp,
Bishop of Mouila, Gabon.
Born in 1939 at Antigny
(Vendee), he was ordained
priest in his home town on 29
June, 1966. After a Pastoral
Orientation Course in Dakar,
he was appointed to Oyem,
Gabon. From 1977 to 1980, he
was Novice Master, in
Chevilly. He then returned to
Libreville to work in the
Parish of St. Michel and was
appointed Principal Superior
Mgr Bonnet
from 1988/1994. He was Apostolic Administrator of the
Diocese from 17 May 1994.

Auteuil: There are presently 4,415 children and youths in

the 28 houses of "I 'Oeuvre des Orphelins Apprentis
d'Auteuif'. Because of shortage of accommodation,
particularly in the houses around Paris, 1,150 of those
requesting a place could not be accepted.
Senegal: Fr Alexandre N'diaye who died in his 91 st year

on 07 Nov., 1996 was the oldest African Spiritan. When he
was ordained priest on Feb. 1936, he ranked 20th on the list
of priests in Senegambia. The 245 th Senegalese priest was
ordained in 1995.
Trinidad: For the first time in ten years, St Mary's has
won the President's Medal for first place in the "A" Level
Examinations. The College also won three other
scholarships while Fatima students brought home two. The
scholarships this year were awarded to students from a
wide spread of schools with girls continuing to dominate.
Cuba: Just one week after the meeting between Pope John
Paul II and Fidel Castro, 15 priests and 24 religious, the
majority of whom are from Latin America, have got
permission to work in Cuba. Among those is a Cuban
exile who had left tl1e country 20 years ago. According to
Church sources, this is the first permission received in 33
years.
Rwanda: Fr Guy Pinard, Missionary of Africa, was shot
on Sunday Feb. 02. while he was distributing communion
in the church of Kampanga, Ruhergeri, Rwanda. Fr Pinar
was aged 61 and a Canadian.

Publications by Spiritans
Joseph Auzanneau (1897-1967: Au Jour le jour a
Kibouende. Correspondance (1926-1941), presentee et
annotee par Jean Emoult CSSp. photocopie (dos colic)
1996, 268 pages, cartes et illustrations.
History of the Catholic Diocese of Machakos (1912-1955)
Fr Lorean O'Toole CSSp.
La triple mission du Verbe lncarne: Alexis Riaud: F-X de
Guibert: Paris 1996
First contacts of the Spiritans with the Middle Belt of
Nigeria: Fr Vincent O'Toole CSSp.

7

Change of E-mail Address
Donellan, Fr Dave: cssp@ryk.mul.brain.pk
Nesti, Fr Do..ald, Provincial USA/W:

Fr Martin Brennan, Trans-Canada, worked in Nigeria
for nineteen years, then in the USA for one and a half
years. He went to Canada in 1970 where he has worked
since.

Nesticssp@aol.com

Staff Changes

Renaud, Gaetan: grenaud@total.net

Brother Paul Heinz,
having worked in the
Generalate since 1990,
has returned to his native
Germany. He worked in
Germany
from
his
profession in 1959 to
1979. He then went to
Tanzania
where
he
remained until 1983
when he went to South
Africa until 1989.

Rivard, Roland: csspca@total.net
Suazo, Br Michael E: suazoCSSp@aol.com

Addresses: E-mail
Boekema Cornelis, Canada: boekema@aei.ca
Buecher, J-P, Echo des Missions: JPBU@sdv.fr
·coffey, Fr Charles J: spiritan@phoenix.net
French Province: Franspiri@aol.com
Gagalione Joe, USA/W: jgaglione@aol.com
Keyna District: Spiritan@users.africaonline.co.ke

Anniversaries

Paraguay: libermann@quanta.com.py

50 years of Priesthood

Spiritan Theological Residence, Chicago,(Formation):
spiritan@flash.net

Jubilee Celebration
Four confreres came to Rome to celebrate the golden
jubilee of their priesthood with the Holy Father, last
November.
.

Br Paul Heinz

20 Dec: Fr Paul SIGRIST ......................................... France

Correction from Spiritan News 115
Celebration of 50 years of priesthood for Fr Lucien Heitz
should read Oct. 05 and not October 10.

50 Years of Profession
08 Sept.... Fr Jean BAS SOT ..................................... France

Ourdead

Frs de Jager, Brennan, Schouver, Olsthoom and Mgr Murray

Mgr Donal Murray, England, went to Nigeria in 1946
and was ordained Bishop ofMakurdi in Jan. 1968. He was
Bishop ofMakurdi until his retirement in 1989.
Fr Adrien Olsthoorn, Netherlands, went to Cameroon in
1947. He worked in Betare, Oya Diocese and later in
Dieng and Essiengbot. Having spent eight years in the
house of spirituality .in Bertoua, he left the country finally
in September 1996.
Fr Theodore de Jager, Netherlands, went to Cameroon
in 1947 where he spent all his missionary life, working in
the Dioceses of Yaounde and Bertoua.

08 Oct.
26 Oct.
03 Nov.
04 Nov.
11 Nov
14 Nov
15 Nov.
17 Nov.
01 Dec.
08Dec.
09Dec.
16 Dec.
17 Dec.
18 Dec.
19 Dec.
24 Dec.
29Dec.
05 Jan.
10 Jan.
12 Jan.
13 Jan.
25 Jan.
28 Jan.
02 Feb.
02 Feb.

Fr A. W BRASPENNING ... Netherlands, 92 yrs
Fr POHLEN .............................. Germany, 95 yrs
Fr Marcel DANNER .................... France, 74 yrs
Fr Alexandre N'DIAYE .............. Senegal, 90 yrs
Fr Adrianus LIEBREGTS .... Netherlands, 83 yrs
Br Euclide CONRAD .................. Canada, 77 yrs
Fr Victor van de VOORDE ........... .. Zaire, 63 yrs
Fr Auguste FRAGNIERE ..... Switzerland, 73 yr~Fr Joseph STOCKER ................ Germany, 88 yrs
Fr Peter MARTIN ..................... Trinidad, 87 yrs
Fr John Cyril TOMALA .............. USA/E, 67 yrs
Br Dominic J. P. REARDON ....... USA/E, 87 yrs
Fr Rene LAMAZE ....................... France, 83 yrs
Fr John GILDEA ......................... Ireland, 68 yrs
Fr Jacobus van REIJSEN ...... Netherlands, 78 yrs
Fr Thomas M. FLANAGAN ........ Ireland, 76 yrs
Fr Pierre Le MOAL...................... France, 75 yrs
Br Tarcisius MOYSAN ................ France, 84 yrs
Fr James K. HEALY .................... USA/E, 62 yrs
Fr Josep~ B. MURPHY ............... USNW, 89 yrs
Br Gennanus BUCKEN ............ Germany, 90 yrs
Antoine JACQUART ................... France, 73 yrs
Fr Firmino CARDOSO .............. Portugal, 81 yrs
Fr Antoine RITTER (Sen) ............ France, 93 yrs
Fr Louis MUDRY ............... Switzerland, 76 yrs
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